
Julian Bond: My Friend 
By Preston Love Jr. 

 
I first met Julian Bond in the late 70’s prior to moving to Atlanta. After moving to Atlanta to start a 
computer business Julian and I became acquaintances. In 1980 I became very close to and embedded 
into the civil rights community in Atlanta. Julian Bond, Hosea Williams, Andrew Young, first black Atlanta 
Mayor Maynard Jackson, the King family, Ralph Abernathy, John Lewis and many other were a very close 
knit sub culture.  Preston Love Jr. had not fought with them in the 60’s but was fighting with them in the 
in the early 80’s and became quickly accepted in that special world. During that time I became one of 
the three appointees by newly elected Mayor Andrew Young. I was appointed Director of the new Office 
of Budget and Management for the City of Atlanta. Another appointee was Shirley Franklin, as chief of 
Staff and who later became the Mayor of Atlanta. During this period Julian and I became very close, 
along with a few other activist at that time. Julian was always the brains, the wit and national celebrity 
among us. After returning to Atlanta, leaving to run the national presidential campaign for President of 
Rev Jesse Jackson, I returned to find a most unlikely scenario. That scenario almost divided my 
relationship with Julian but later solidified that relationship. 

The setting was the run for the empty congressional seat representing the Black community in Atlanta. 
Running for that office was a brilliant Black woman Jan Douglass, civil rights icon Hosea Williams, then 
city councilman John Lewis and the odds-on favorite state senator Julian Bond.  The question among the 
insiders was who would Preston Love support and assist. The Answer was Jan Douglas. My reasoning can 
be discussed in another story, but Jan it was. That was a problem as it relates to my friendship with 
Julian. It should be noted that it was also a problem for my other friend John Lewis. After the primary it 
was Lewis vs Bond. I then joined the Bond team and mended one friendship (with Julian) but 
exacerbated the other. As history will tell John Lewis won an upset victory and became the congressman 
from the Atlanta and still is after 28 years. Julian and I were friends for life even after my move from 
Atlanta. We spoke infrequently but maintained a connection despite years of separate paths and of 
course a few gray hairs. Julian was a great man, leader, intellect and dry humorous. Julian was Barack 
Obama before his time and he earned the respect of all nationally. He was nominated at the National 
Democratic Convention to be the Vice President of the United States at age 28 in 1968. He was too 
young to accept. I am blessed to have known him. 


